Didyou know that unlabelled “copy-protected” CDs are now on sale in this country ?

It’s true – the record companies have introduced them into the shops, secretly, and without warninglabels. We’vefoundseveralartists’ CDshavebeenprotected (for example,severalofBMG’snewreleases), andweknow there must be more. Wecan’t buy everyCDto test, and for this reason we’reasking the public’shelp to track downthese bad CDs.If youhave access to a computer this is easy to do. Seethe step-by-step instructions on our pages at:

http://uk.eurorights.org/issues/cd/

Sowhat’sthis “copy-protection”all about, then? Well,in brief:

• Theseso-called “copy-protected”CDsare being created bythe recordcompanies so that they won’tplay on computers or laptops, but they willplayon most other machines.

• Theyare also designed to prevent people frommakingdigital copies, either using a computer, or witha digital connection to a MiniDiskplayer.

• However,because it’s technically difficult to create a CDthat playson one machine but not on another, these CDsalsohaveproblemswithsomeother CDplayers(for example,wehavefoundproblemswithDVD players, PS2machines, car CDplayers, digital home cinema systems and some older CDplayers).

• TheseCDsare technically sub-standard – they do not meet the officialstandard definition of howan audio CDshould be made.

• Someof these CDsactually corrupt the audio data bymanipulating the error-correction codes on the disk. Thesecodes are designed to help a CDplayer playcorrectlywhenthere are scratches on the disk. Interfering withthis mechanismmakes CDsless resistant to scratches.

Sowhat are our objections to what the record companies are doing ?

• Well,weobject verystrongly to the fact that these CDsare being released without any labelling. The least that the recordcompaniesshoulddoisto makeit clearlyknownthat these CDswon’tworkoncertain machines. Wewouldalsolikethem to indicate whether or not the audiosignal and error correctioncodes have been tampered with, so that the customer canmake an informeddecision before buying.

• It seems nonsense that youmight be caused to pay four times over for an album– one for your home system, another foryourcar system, another foryourMiniDiskplayer,and another foryourportable MP3 player. Stopping digital copies means that MiniDiskand MP3players are nownext to useless.

• In truth they are trying to stop copyingof music on the internet, but anyone withsome technical understanding wouldbe able to makea copyof these CDs,so reallythis is just causing inconvenience for everydaypeople without actually stopping unauthorized copying.

• Thanksto the CDstandard, even18-year-oldCDsstill workonmodernplayers. However,these newcorrupt CDsdon’t evenworkproperlyintoday’splayers. Whatguarantee does the consumer havethat these CDs willworkeven5 or 10 years fromnow,whenthey are not being made to a recognised standard?

Atthe moment, the public is still being lied to and mislead bythe recordcompanies, and wethink something should be done about this.

Thereare also other issues behind the copy-protection issue, suchas the up-comingEUCDlawsinEurope,and the DMCAand SSSCAlawsin America. Theselawsare backedbythe record and videocompanies, and weare concerned about the implications of what they are doing. Formore information, see our webpages here:

http://uk.eurorights.org/

Manythanks for your help – TheCampaignfor DigitalRights